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Our Mission:
As a feral cat organization our primary purpose is to spay and neuter feral and abandoned cats, and to
socialize and pnd homes for rescued kittens. These services are designed to address the feline overpopulation
problem and to prevent cruelty to animals by preventing the birth of unwanted and uncared for cats and kittens.

From the Founder

Early spay/neuter and an éangelo got us through

he good and the bad, the yin and yang, the
I caring and the uncaringAitds all part of reality.
The shelters are overyowing with pets. Fewer
adoptions and fewer donations are what we deal with
daily.

The demand for supplemental cat food is on the rise.
More cats than ever are surrendered to the shelters or
simply abandoned as lost jobs and foreclosures persist.
It is a grim picture overall. Every rescue group is deal-
ing with these trying economic times as best they can.

In this last issue of the year we conclude our story of
the history of Catalyst for Cats.

Throughout the 1990s the reports of feral cats con-
tinued steadily, and we went about trappmg cat by cat.
Many times we encoun- )
tered kittens too old to
socialize, yet too young
for surgery. This meant
not all the felines wedd
found could be done, and
we would have to return to
trap again.

Then | heard that oearly
spay/neuter6 was being
done at a well-known Chi-
cago Clinic. I researched
the safety of it and found

of age. This was a major breakthrough as well as
shocking to many. Not only did we not have to return
to opnish upo a colony site, but even our kittens could
be spayed and neutered prior to adoption. This would
take care of oslip ups.0

We were the prst group in town to advocate early
spay/neuter, which is now the norm for Kittens as well
as puppies. In fact, California passed a law several
years ago requiring shelters and rescue agencies to
have animals opxed¢ prior to adoption, unless medi-
cally contraindicated; a deposit is required if it is not
done.

And luck was with us when | contacted Mr. Emil
DeLoreto. 13d heard he sponsored the neutering of the
well-known Hendryts Beach
feral cats. A local group of
feeders fed there for many
years, until there were only
four cats left. Those were then
re-trapped and taken home
by the feeders to comfort-
ably live out their lives. To
this day, | am asked about the
ocats at the beach.o

Originally, it was Theresa
DeLoreto who loved cats, but
Emil soon caught on to their

several vets in Santa
Barbara who were willing
to do kittens at eight weeks

Buddies: Once a feral himself, but now living with Julia Di
Sieno of Animal Rescue Team, Inc., Opus (left) has made
fast friends with Sambo, a more recent feral arrival.

charm. He used to say, 0You
couldndt pay anyone to do
Continued on page 3






