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Weõve come a long way, Kitty, with a ways to go 
From the Founder

Our Mission:
As a feral cat organization our primary purpose is to spay and neuter feral and abandoned cats, and to 

socialize and þ nd homes for rescued kittens. These services are designed to address the feline overpopulation 
problem and to prevent cruelty to animals by preventing the birth of unwanted and uncared for cat and kittens.   
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In the previous Catalyst newsletter we began 
marking our twentieth year of helping cats in our 
community by recalling how things got started and 
reÿ ecting on the sense of satisfaction that came with 
launching such an effort from nothing. The saga 
continues:

It had never occurred to me that people would not 
want to òþ xó their companion pets. I sure had a lot 
to learn. But somehow things slowly 

started to come together. Beginning with 
Berkaõs one trap and her rabbit hutch, 
we took the cats in for spay and neuter. 
Over time, we were able to improve our 
techniques and purchase more traps. I 
remember our excitement the þ rst time 
we trapped þ ve in one night.

Then we started to rescue kittens 
and expanded our veterinarian base. 
It was a learning experience for us 
all, since saving feral kittens and 
neonatals was generally not done at 
that time. 

My faithful Honda held six traps 
and six carriers. The cats would 
be placed in the carriers post op, leaving 
the trap available for the next nightõs trapping. Some-
times I had to enlist someone to pick the cats up from 
the vet because of my work schedule. 

Fortunately, the need to help these feral and stray 
cats was becoming apparent to several of us in town 

at this time. When I visited the òPound,ó hoping for 
information and assistance,  I spoke with Rick Cerele, 
who suggested I contact Leni Gilles. Leni had been 
thereñlooking for her lost catñand found the condi-
tions appalling. 

That was the beginning of PAWS. Leniõs goal was 
to build a larger holding area for the cats so they could 
be held longer and given time to þ nd homes. The early 
heroes who were taking these cats home were Karen 

Clayton, Barbara Hilaire, Shirley Hall, 
Julie Mock, to name a few, but 
there were others. Cindy Iliff 
and Dr. Leslie Seimans, DVM 
bare mentioning as well. 

A board was set up called 
PAWS (Provide Animals with 
Shelter), which became a non-
proþ t, and the fundraising began. I 
was a charter member, but soon left 
because I felt it didnõt matter how 
much room a facility had; without 
seriously promoting spay/neuter there 
would never be enough room.  

Colonies were large back then and 
cropped up everywhere: schools, parks, 
behind fast food places, backyards, 

apartment complexes, businesses. I canõt even remem-
ber how we managed to pay for those cats. I thought if 
I had to worry about the money on top of the cats Iõd 
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We are very grateful to those who participate 
in our goal of preventing feline overpopula-
tion. Unless you are òintoó animal rescue 

no one understands the amount of time and effort our 
volunteers contribute. Our volunteers are the ones who 
òmake it happen.ó It is a true labor of love and often 
personal sacriþ ce and we thank you all enormously. 
The reward is the satisfaction they get from helping 
the animals in whatever way they can. We rely on you, 
our volunteers, who give from the heart. Some are 
mentioned, but all are appreciated. 
Sharon Betzenderfer and her elderly mother ð for 
their extraordinary kindness towards any feline. 
Belinda Burns ð our Santa Ynez liaison. She coor-
dinates the volunteer feeders and more for the Santa 
Ynez Valley as well as doing most of the trapping. On 
weekends she feeds colonies and has now extended 
her efforts in spearheading relocation of cats on Satur-
days, thus saving lives of many ferals from the shelters 
who would otherwise be killed because they are not 
adoptable. Did I mention she works full time?
C.A.R.E for Paws ð for their assistance with spay and 
neuter at several clinics throughout the county, for the 
public as well as Catalyst for Cats. They also assist 
with dog neutering. 
Dr. Brenda Forsythe of the Orcutt Veterinary Hospi-
tal ð for the many ways she and her staff help us. 
Jim Higman ð despite being in his mid 90s he is a 
whiz at repairing anything in metal for us. 
Barbara Hilaire ð for her unwavering and generous 
support of our program. 
Teresa Mitton ð for her generosity with spay/neuter 
of both dogs and cats in the North County. 
The Santa Barbara Humane Society ð for their as-
sistance in adopting out our older felines.
The Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society ð for giving 
us the day to spay and neuter 20 cats. 
San Roque Pet Hospital ð Where we sometimes 
show our adoptable kittens. It works out well for 
everyone and the staff is very caring. 
Glenda Stafford ð for caring. 
And þ nally, to those who donated cat food, towels, 
and other items.    

Appreciation works both ways. While we are 
sincerely grateful for what our community 
of friends and supporters do for our efforts 

on behalf of feral cats, we frequently receive thank 
you notes from our supportersñeven as they send us 
a donation. Here are a few of those expressions of 
gratitude: 

Dear Randi, Little Mommy was the last feral who 
passed away last month. Almost 15 years ago you 
helped me trap all the feralsñsix, plus Mommyõs litter 
of þ ve. My one domestic, Cookie, also passed away 
two months ago. My last loveñScooterñis the last 
one of Mommyõs litter and still my faithful compan-
ion. He is very lonely and is happy Iõm around to take 
care of him and love him. ñJill
(Editors note: I remember Scooter because he had to 
have an eye removed).  

Randi, Thank you, for helping with Shadow, the 
abandoned cat (see story on page 3). Iõm sending this 
donation to help with her expenses. Shadow is a lucky 
cat now that she has been re-homed. She loves her 
new family, and they love her. ñJudy Kelley

Dear Randi, Hereõs my donation to renew my mem-
bership. Iõm too old, broke and broken down to do this 
kind of wonderful work anymore but news of what 
you do makes me feel so good. ñPat

Dear Randi, Thanks for everything you do for the 
feral. What would we do without you? ñRose Sato

Dear Belinda, Thank you for your extraordinary 
efforts to help us with Oreo. Hope he found a good 
home. You are a very special person. Thanks again. 
ñMary and Kit Williams

Dear Mrs. Fairbrother, Thank you and your wonder-
ful Catalyst for Cats, and a very special thank you to 
Belinda Burns for her untiring patience and kindness 
in trapping a mother cat and her three babies, and 
being able to place the whole family in a wonderful 
home. They had been in the mobile home park that I 
live in. Belinda to the rescue! Thank you again. Iõm 
so proud to be a member of your association. ñJill 
Whiting

Thank you Randi for all that you do. ñBetty
Belinda, Thanks so muchñthe cats seems to like it 

hereña win-win. Perhaps the donation can help with 
your costs, etc. ñCraig

Dear Randi, We really appreciate all your efforts 
regarding cats! Thank you for caring! You are saving 
all cats a lot of misery for years to come, by helping 
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By Judy Kelley

Thanks to Catalyst for Cats, another abandoned 
cat has been restored to health and adopted by a 
loving family. 

I þ rst encountered Shadow while I was walking 
my dog Max. A wide-eyed, scrawny little black thing 
hurried across the street, straight toward us. I waited 
cautiously concerned that something was wrong. It is 
uncharacteristic for a cat to approach a stranger in this 
wayñespecially a stranger with a dog.

The little cat began rubbing against my legs and 
meowing. As I petted her I could feel crusty patches 
behind her ears and on her neck. She was so skinny 
that her ribs and hip bones were visible. She had scabs 
on her skin, and her fur was thinning and falling out in 
patches while she braved the cold March wind.  

I went home to get her some food, but when I re-
turned, she was following someone else down the 
streetñsort of shadowing strangersñmeowing des-
perately.  

I knocked on doors and asked people in the area 
if they knew where this cat lived. People repeatedly 
pointed toward a house on the block. I looked through 
the curtainless windows and saw that the home was 
clearly vacant. Obviously, this sweet little waif had 
been left behind.  

Iõd never brought a stray cat home before. I wasnõt 
sure I had the resources to take this on by myself, so I 
called Randi Fairbrother for advice. Catalyst for Cats
offered to help with veterinary care and I agreed to 
foster the cat until we could þ nd a home for her. 

I set the cat up in the guest bathroom, and over the 

next two days she was treated by Dr. Brenda Forsythe 
at the Orcutt Veterinary Hospital.

As fortune would have it, my niece, Trish, and 
her 12-year-old daughter, Angie, were visiting from 
Garden Grove on the day I brought the cat home from 
the vet. Angie took one look at the homeless kitty and 
said, òShadow! Her name is Shadow!ó Shadow had 
found her new 
family. 

She is now re-
gaining her health 
and happily adjust-
ing to her new 
home with Trish, 
Angie, Shaggy the 
dog, Tweetie the 
bird and a hamster. 
Trish reports that 
Shadow sleeps 
cuddled up around 
her neck under the 
covers. Thatõs quite 
an improvement for a cat that, just two weeks earlier, 
was sleeping under bushes out in the cold.  

Itõs a testament to Shadowõs sweet and trusting na-
ture that she persisted in asking humans for assistance. 
So many pets in her situation become fearful, wild and 
totally unapproachable. Iõm glad I paid attention to her 
pleas.  

I am so grateful that Catalyst for Cats was there to 
help make this possible and to live up to Shadowõs 
faith in human kindness. Thank you!

the females to avoid multiple pregnancies. And I am 
sure the males also beneþ t by this service. ñMiles & 
Charlyne Dennis

Dear Randi, Please accept this donation with my 
thanks for Beth Rushingõs assistance to me in trap-
ping two feral unneutered cats at a cat colony on W. 
Micheltorena St. I volunteer with Charles Romanusõs 
Santa Barbara Animal Rescue organization and feed 
feral cat colonies around Santa Barbara.

There were two boys out of ten kitties, who still 
werenõt neutered and with kitten season upon us, I  

Continued from page 2 wanted to make sure these two boys werenõt adding to 
the population.

Beth and her husband came out with me 2ð3 times 
and assisted me with trapping these two boys and then 
taking them to the Humane Society, getting them neu-
tered and then returning them to the location. Without 
her assistance and the vouchers to get them neutered, 
they might still be running around mating and creating 
unwanted kitttens.

Thanks for all you do and I hope this kittten season 
isnõt too stressful for you!ñLisa Mathiasen (for-
merly of ASAP)

Appreciation and gratitude ÿ ow both directions

Shadow with Trish and Angie




